
Introduction to VFX 

Advanced Photoshop for VFX 

1. Digital Matte Painting: 

Digital matte painting involves creating entire environments or landscapes that might not 

exist in reality. Imagine designing breathtaking landscapes, sci-fi cityscapes, or fantasy 

realms. Here's how it works: 

• Environment Creation:  It's like being a digital architect. We use a mix of real 

photos, painting techniques, and sometimes 3D elements to craft these make-believe 

worlds. 

• Perspective & Scale: Think of it like drawing in a way that everything looks real. 

Understanding how things look smaller in the distance and larger up close is crucial. 

It's like creating a 3D illusion on a 2D canvas. 

• Texture & Detailing:  Ever notice how real places have tiny details? Like bricks on a 

wall or leaves on a tree? We add those small things to make our digital paintings look 

realistic. 

2. Advanced Retouching and Restoration for VFX: 

This is like digital surgery for images. Sometimes our pictures need some fixing before they 

can join a movie or an ad: 

• Image Restoration:  Just like fixing old torn photographs, we use Photoshop's tools to 

repair and clean up images that might be damaged or worn out. 

• Skin & Texture Retouching:  Ever wanted to make someone look flawless in a 

photo? We can do that digitally! Smooth out skin, fix textures, and make things look 

their best for movies or ads. 

• Fine Detailing:  Sometimes, when you zoom in really close to a picture, you'll see 

things that need more detail. We use Photoshop to add those tiny, tiny things that 

make a big difference. 

3. Integration of CGI (Computer-Generated Imagery): 



You know those awesome movie effects that don't exist in real life? That's CGI. Making them 

look like they belong in the real world takes some special tricks: 

• 3D Asset Integration:  We take these unreal 3D objects and blend them into real-life 

scenes. Like making a dragon fly through a city! We use Photoshop to make sure the 

dragon fits in perfectly. 

• Match Moving & Tracking: Imagine a robot walking in a movie. We need to make 

sure it moves in sync with the real actors. We use tools to track their movements and 

fit the CGI into the scene flawlessly. 

4. Advanced Masking and Rotoscoping: 

This is like cutting out pictures but with super precision. It's crucial for merging different 

elements together: 

• Rotoscoping Techniques:  Let's say we want a superhero flying through the sky. We 

need to carefully cut them out frame by frame and put them in the scene. It's like 

making a detailed paper doll for every frame! 

• Fine Edge Detailing:  Think about someone with really detailed hair or intricate 

clothing. We use special tools to get those tricky edges looking perfect in our scenes. 

5. Special Effects and Simulation: 

Making stuff look cool and unreal is a big part of this. Things like fire, smoke, or even 

realistic water splashes: 

• Particle Effects:  Want to create an explosion or swirling smoke? We use special 

brushes or tools in Photoshop to make these effects look amazing. 

• Liquid & Fluid Simulation:  Making things like water or gooey substances move 

realistically in a scene? We can do that too, all in Photoshop! 

• Brush Customization:  Sometimes, we need a special brush to create a particular 

effect. We can customize our brushes to get the exact look we want. 

6. Color Grading and Integration: 

Colors can change how a scene feels. We use this to create the right mood and match 

everything together: 



• Consistent Color Palettes:  Imagine scenes having the right colors so they all feel 

like they belong together. We make sure all colors match for a cohesive look. 

• Grading for Mood: Colors can affect how we feel about a scene. We use color to set 

the right mood – whether it's eerie, happy, or dramatic. 

• Matching Real-world Lighting: If we add something new to a scene, it needs to 

look like it's really there. Adjusting lighting and shadows in Photoshop helps make it 

look realistic. 

 

Advanced Photoshop for 3D 

1. Making Things Look 3D: 

In Photoshop, we can make text or shapes look like they have depth and volume, as if they're 

coming out of the screen. Here's how: 

- Extruding Text and Shapes:  

• Imagine turning a flat letter 'A' into a block with depth. That's what we do in 

Photoshop—make 2D things 3D. 

• Example: Creating a logo that looks like it's standing out instead of lying flat. 

- Applying Textures and Materials:  

• Just like how a wall can be rough or a mirror can be shiny, we can make 3D objects in 

Photoshop look like they're made of different materials. 

• Example: Making a 3D ball look like a basketball with its texture and colors. 

- Playing with Lighting and Shadows:  

• In real life, light creates shadows. In Photoshop, we control how light falls on 3D stuff 

to make it look real. 

• Example: Adjusting a virtual light to cast a shadow behind a 3D object for realism.  

2. Bringing 3D Models to Life: 

Photoshop lets us bring in 3D models, like toys, and place them in our pictures to make them 

look like they're really there. 



- Importing and Manipulating 3D Models:  

• Imagine having a toy spaceship on the computer. We can bring it into a photo and 

make it look like it's flying through the sky. 

• Example: Putting a 3D dinosaur model into a picture of a park to make it seem like it's 

roaming around. 

- Adjusting Perspectives and Angles:  

• Like a director choosing camera angles, in Photoshop, we can change how we view 

3D models to fit the scene perfectly. 

• Example: Rotating a 3D car model to match the angle of a street in a photo. 

- Adding Realistic Details:  

• We can paint or add details to 3D models to make them look more lifelike and 

detailed. 

• Example: Adding scratches and dirt to a 3D robot to make it look used and realistic.  

3. Playing with Lights and Shadows: 

In Photoshop, we have tools to control how light interacts with our 3D stuff, making it look 

more believable. 

- Creating Realistic Lighting Effects:  

• We can simulate different types of lighting, like sunlight or indoor lamps, to make 3D 

objects appear natural in a scene. 

• Example: Adjusting a virtual spotlight to illuminate a 3D statue from a particular 

angle. 

- Managing Shadows and Reflections:  

• Shadows and reflections make things look grounded. We adjust them to make our 3D 

objects fit better into a scene. 

• Example: Making sure the shadow of a 3D cup falls naturally on a table in a photo. 

Real-Life Comparison: 

• Movie Effects:  Think of movies where characters interact with animated creatures. 

The creatures are often made using 3D in software like Photoshop and placed in real 

scenes. 

• Product Design Visualization:  Before new gadgets or buildings are made, designers 

use 3D models in Photoshop to show how they'll look. 



 

 

 

Advanced Photoshop for Digital Compositing 

1. Understanding Digital Compositing: 

Digital compositing is like creating a collage but with photos or visual elements. It involves 

combining different images or elements to create a new, seamless picture. 

- Layering Images:  

• Think of it as stacking transparent sheets with pictures on them. In Photoshop, we do 

this digitally with layers. 

• Example: Adding a spaceship to a photo of a city skyline, making it look like it's 

flying among the buildings. 

- Creating Realistic Scenes:  

• By blending various elements, we create scenes that look as if they were captured in 

one photo, even if they were taken separately. 

• Example: Making a person look like they're walking on the moon when they're 

actually standing on Earth. 

2. Advanced Selection Techniques: 

Selecting and isolating parts of an image accurately is crucial in compositing. 

- Precise Selections:  

• Using tools like the lasso or magic wand, we select specific parts of an image to 

include or exclude in our composite. 

• Example: Cutting out a person from one picture to place them in another background.  

- Refining Edges:  

• Making sure the edges of our selections look smooth and natural, especially for 

objects with detailed or fuzzy edges like hair or trees. 



• Example: Ensuring a selected tree doesn’t look like it was cut out and pasted 

unnaturally. 

3. Layer Masking Techniques: 

Layer masks help us blend images seamlessly by hiding or revealing parts of a layer. 

- Gradual Blending:  

• Layer masks allow us to blend images together gradually, making transitions smooth 

and natural. 

• Example: Making a person gradually fade into the background rather than having a 

sharp cut-off point. 

- Non-Destructive Editing:  

• Layer masks allow us to edit and adjust without permanently changing the original 

images, ensuring flexibility in our work. 

• Example: Being able to bring back parts of an image that were hidden with a layer 

mask. 

4. Color Grading and Matching: 

Adjusting colors and tones is vital for making different elements in a composite look like 

they belong together. 

- Matching Color Tones:  

• Ensuring that all elements in a composite have consistent color tones, making them 

appear cohesive. 

• Example: Making sure a person added to a scene has the same lighting and color 

tones as the background. 

- Creating Mood and Atmosphere:  

• Color grading helps set the mood in a composite, making it feel warm, cold, eerie, or 

cheerful. 

• Example: Making a photo look spooky by adjusting colors to create a mysterious 

atmosphere. 

5. Real-Life Comparison: 

• Movie Effects:  In movies, they combine different scenes or add special effects using 

digital compositing to create stunning visuals. 



• Magazine Covers: Ever noticed how models appear in exotic locations on magazine 

covers? Often, it's a composite of different images. 

 


